MEETING OF KINWARTON PARISH COUNCIL

Church House, Alcester, on
Monday February 3rd 2025 at 7:30pm

MINUTES

District and County Councillors’ Reports
No reports received.
AGENDA

1. Apologies

None received.

2. Disclosure of interests

No interests disclosed.

3. Confirmation of the Minutes

Minutes signed by the Chair as a true record of the meeting held in January 2025.

Proposed SB, seconded JL.

4. Ongoing matters

a) Hedges
i) Section on Kinwarton Road due to be reduced to 3m (what3words
names.touches.nutty) Limebridge Rural unable to complete work so ZIC has
gathered two new quotes:
Edwards Tree and Hedge Care:
Hedge reduction to 3m. All debris removed..................cccccovvviiiinn. £1300
Plant x20 mixed hedging whips to fill gaps in recently pollarded hedge...... £370
DJ Trees and Hedges Ltd

To reduce mixed hedge in height down to 10 feet around 3 meters.......... £960
To plant X20 mixed hedge whips.
This includes purchasing the whips,top soil , stakes and labour to re-
PIANT. ... e £360

Council proposed and seconded to employ DJ hedges to complete the work.
ZIC to engage contractor and update local residents.
ii) Quotes for proposed new biannual hedge cutting contractor
Tristan Meade, recommended contractor by ATC. £1000 per cut, taking 2-3
days for 2 workers, all arisings removed. No VAT.
Councillors in agreement that this price is not an option for KPC. Council to
continue with Limebridge Ltd 2025-2026 but again stipulate that the initial
hedge cut must take place in September so that pavements are clear and safe.
In future, Acorn Tree Services may be a possible option or Mike Lawrence Tree
Surgery.
b) Captain’s Hill shrubs and trees tidy up and cherry tree planting. Councillors very
happy with the work completed and feel that the area looks much more tidy. Cherry
trees have been planted at Kinwarton sign and at the ‘Welcome to Alcester’ sign at the
top of Captains’ Hill.



c) Grass cutting Captain’s Hill. Unfortunately local contractor does not wish to take on
the cutting so KPC going to continue with Limebridge, with a request for
communication about cutting dates so that voluntary cuts in between by Clir Barnett
can be timed better.

d) Tree policy — ZIC gathering quotations from tree consultants and will bring policy to
council when this has been completed.

e) Feedback from meeting with ATC deputy clerk

e KPC invited to attend Warwickshire County Council training for Flood
Guardians.The revised date is Wednesday 12" February 2025. The session
will be held in The Lounge at the Greig Hall at 7.30pm. ClIr Barnett to attend
session.

e The Communities Prepared Flood Volunteer Session — for those who may be
interested and not previously attended the session - is being held online
on Monday 17t February at 6pm- 8pm. Clir Langdon to attend session.

e KG (ATC deputy clerk and GA clerk) shared in depth information regarding
work of GAPC on flooding and report on drains following CTTV investigation.
Provided ZIC with support and guidance for applying for a community climate
change fund grant from SDC. KPC extremely grateful for her assistance and
support with this. Unfortunately, due to time constraints, councillors agreed
that it would not be feasible to submit an application for the grant before the
deadline. However, KPC are keen to support GAPC with their ongoing efforts,
aim to attend meetings taking place and are happy to offer financial support
for future drain clearance from hiring a sucker lorry for gulleys. It was
emphasised that councillors must report blocked drains and pot holes on
Report It Warwickshire as often as possible to log those problems with WCC.

f) Moss clearance. Alleyway has been scraped and moss put killer on. Awaiting
invoice.

g) Supporting residents living near conifer trees on Captain’s Hill

ZIC has emailed WCC several times and encouraged residents to email county

councillor directly voicing their concerns. Awaiting response from WCC.
h) Parish consultation
In 2016 the survey was delivered and collected from every household. This face-to-
face contact encouraged more residents to complete the survey. Councillors in
agreement that doing the same this time will likely be successful. Councillors to look
at questions on previous survey by next meeting, consider if questions are still
relevant, and if additional questions are required. Clir Rees happy to put together the
survey.
i) Community Climate Change Fund (SDC)

a) Wildflower area. Report from Clir Langdon.

ZIC and ClIr Langdon met to view the suggested plot, which is the green area, both
sides of the entrance to St. Mary's Park.

WWLT and Guy Redmond (GR) from Leaves of Green (LOG) were contacted for
information (GR led a workshop at the WALC meeting in November). Unfortunately,
WWLT did not respond but LOG was able to attend our meeting. Initial information is
that the area is far too fertile for wildflowers to grow; they don't respond well to high
nutrient levels. When the grass is cut the mulch left on increases nutrient levels.



It was suggested leaving some long grass to grow which would be good for
biodiversity, and mow the perimeter of the area to ensure it looks intentional.
KPC could try a mixture of approaches removing some grass to set a seed mix or put
wildflower turf down. Yellow rattle could be included to suppress grass root growth, by
taking the nutrients from the soll.
A few plug plants could be included, such as ox-eyed daisies.
An area of long grass could be allowed to grow to support biodiversity in a different
way.
Further advice required to assess the feasibility of the project. Clir Langdon will
investigate further information sources.

b) Drain clearance. Information in section e)

j) Date/location for May’s meeting. ZIC to enquire whether the Grieg Hall is available
for hire on the second Monday of May.

k) Mayor’s Award evening feedback. Clir Barnett, Clir Moore, and ZIC attended the
evening ceremony. ClIr Barnett’s contributions to the local community were recognised
and applauded.

5. Planning applications

SWLP consultation. SUA and Warwick District Councils have undertaken an Issues
and Options Consultation and Call for Sites and are now at the Preferred Options
stage. A site has been earmarked within Kinwarton as a possible location for future
development of residential housing. We have until March 3™ to respond to the
consultation. The document is extremely complicated and difficult to navigate and
there is only a small window in which to respond.

Alcester library event on 22/2/25 10-1am where documents and information on the
consultation will be available, and representatives present to explain the process and
how to respond.

GF to attend meeting at ATC and will report back to ZIC as there may be a possibility
of a joint submission between local parish councils.

6. Financial Matters

a) Invoices for payment:

e ZIC salary Jan 24 £593.60
e Church House hire £20.00
e HSBC monthly charge Sept £8.00

e Yu energy (electricity) £470.10
e Yu energy (electricity) £30.24
e Limebridge inv 3282 £720.00
e WCC street lighting maintenance (annual) £200.38
e Fence Spike £9.90

e Petrol £7.66

Proposed KR, Gill Forman Seconded
7.A.0.B

a) Request from Alcester in Bloom to pay for the new planter by the Kinwarton sign.
ZIC to find out how much the planter cost so councillors can consider whether this is
still an option.



b) AGM for the 2 Shires Greenway project in Salford Priors. ZIC to send invitation to
councillors.

c) Councillors Barnett requested permission to spend some of the crowdfunding
monies to pay for a blower and broom attachment for the combi-tool.

8. Date of next meeting — Monday March 3 2025



